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Parks Forward, Urban Access, and Meaningful Work The
City Project March 10, 2014, 10 am to 12 pm Los Angele

Postet~+ h 5th, 2014

The City Project invites you to the upcoming Parks Forward Public Health and Park Access meeting
on Monday, March 10, 2014, on healthy green land use, equitable development, and planning

by and for the community.

Parks

This meeting will include discussions among Commissioners, experts, and the public on how best to
improve urban park access and provide workforce opportunities to those who are currently

underrepresented in the state park workforce.
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CA population = 38 million!

Percent
White (non-Hispanic) 39.4%
Hispanic/Latino 38.2 People of color
Asian/Asian American 13.9 make up 60.6%
African American/Black 6.6 of California’ s
TwO or more races 3.6 !
Amer. Indian/AK Nat. 1.7 = populatlon

Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.5

(U.S. Census Bureau, 2012)

95% of
California’ s
population live
In urban areas




2010 California 2060

Race/Ethnicity
Projections

Multi-Race
3%

}ulti-Race
A%

Hispanic or Latino
38% Hispanic or Latino

48%

Black
A%

American Indian

MNative Hawanan 0.4%

and other Pacific
Native Hawaiian

Islander American Indian
0.4% 0.4% and other Pacific
Islander
0.4%

(CA Dept. of Finance, 2013)
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Urban Park Benefits

Promotes health:
Intellectually, emotionally,
spiritually, physically

Builds social capital and
creates a sense of place



and...
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Preserves and purifies
the environment
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Correlates of Park Use

User A

Characteristics

v inter-personal
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(Bedimo-Rung, Mowen, & Cohen, 2005)



Park Characteristics

Geographic Areas
Activity areas
Supporting areas
Overall park

L Surrounding neighborhood

e N e N N ~N
Features Access
o Condition Availability Aesthetics Safety Policies
Facilities . . . .
Programs Maintenance Equitable Design Perceived Management
Diversit Incivilities Individual Attractiveness Objective Budget
y Within Park
\_ J L J \_ J L J L Y,

(Bedimo-Rung, Mowen, & Cohen, 2005)



Park Access “Access is the ability of people to get
to and navigate within a park ”

(Bedimo-Rung et al., 2005)

* Availability - Amount of park space in a given city

 Equitable Access - Equal distribution of parks across different
types of neighborhoods and/or structural barriers

* Individual Access - Distance people have to travel to get to a

park (e.g., incl. related issues such as transit, willingness, etc.)
« Within Park Access - Freedom with which individuals can
move around in the park (limited research)
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. g “Supply of public parks has not
Park Availabil Ity kept pace with the growing urban

population” (Lukaitou-Sideris, 2006)

o Suggested: 10 acres/1000 residents nrea, 2010)
o National Average: 15.8 acres/1000 residents (edimo-rung, 2005)
o Significant variations:

<> Oakland - 15.2 acres/1000 residents
<> Santa Ana - 1.0 acres/1000 residents

(Trust for Public Land, 2012)

Voters across the nation approved 62 of
the 87 referendums for parks and green
space funding in November 2008

(Garcia, Rawson, Yellot, & Zaldana, 2009)




@ ﬁ'ﬁ"ﬁ"m African American
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C
SAN FRANCISCO — Ethnic Californians are at the forefront of support for environmental policies in | = - o e
the state, according to a new poll released last week by the Public Policy Institute of California

(PPIC).




Park Poor Income Poor, and People of Color

with (‘)l iviinia _; Tate Pa KS

Foged e n

Foroest of Ustes Fupuiaton 19 495
A

0 Mate Bk Systern 314008 155 508

Poviord of 2 i St Pk Systern 22%
Foccie pec ADe ¢
ACEE IR e 10 Rageon s 132880 22 160 000

Acres Clomaed G ks Land 8 730 ALY

mated Sk Podk 288 1804

Utz in Sicte Pa\ Optem 1ca &5

Ioets Clomabadd on TNk 14 }
Acres of Secte Pk gur Thounand Reude 43¢ na'
Ac ey o Closafed ote Pk g Thowsand Recdedy 347

There are fow state parks in the oreas that\geed them mos: park poor
and income poor communities of color. INdeed, the San Francisco
region is pork rich ond has more than its foir SNare of parks.

The Los Angelas ragion hos 5.5 aces of Class\ied Stcte Park per
W thousand residents compored to the San Franciscd\ region with 34.7
acres per thouzand residents.

ol In acreage, 22% of Classiied State Parks are in theBan Francisce
& region compared 1o 19% of the State’s populaticy. However,
only 9% of Clossified State Parks cre in the N\os Angoles
region compared to 49% of the Stole's populdVion.

The hatched red hot spots are the cymbined
oreas that are park poor [less thak three
ocres of parks per thousond reddents)

and income poor (below $4Y,33)
median housshold income), \ ond
dispropartionately populotell by
people of color.

SRS

Above 847,331

Moee than 3 acres parkiand
Below $47.331 Median Hous®

Meee then 3 acres parkland per 1008 pee
Above $47,331 Median Household

Zero Popuilstion

il

ndcotes af types of Sixte-owred o Nl N L 100N BOLINY 0 BITNG
Deoches  stale reorodon oms” sl el U tocreaton areas’ Ayl W8
e 00t epaly repaed 15 preserve flom faune a0d other retery Teabures |
peteaMiona. “Indcates those state wra)rvbm"?vravlﬁ';tmvmotot o N
»n hv-)nu §F 0 DO ulm Nabve ROrR. Taula ang oty -nr.muuuonu Ly hr ‘-enr Hn

o
wilanales Stte ialdetu\» PAD Y -l Lw (L 15T .)v: N « upu iod\h .o-l! m«)uml org. Jely X

EERe———

Equitable Access

‘Park Poor = less than 3
acres park/1000 residents
hcome Poor 7= $47,959
median household income
or less

LA region has 49% CA
population, but only 9%
area includes State Parks
Fresno has fastest growing
minority population

(Garcia, Rawson, Yellot, & Zaldana, 2009)



Equitable Access (cont’d)

Low-Income and racial/ethnic minority populations
» Less access to parks/recreational facilities
» Greater exposure to environmental hazards
» Neighborhoods may lack trail access to adjacent parks
» Excluded from decision making or planning

Still Moving

Toward
Environmental

o

' ,(Ph_ot.o:.Googie Images)

(Bullard, 2002; Byrne & Wolch, 2009; Roberts, 2007; Stodolska et al., 2011)



Evolving Visions of Environmental Justice: An

EJ Pioneer’s Reflections on EO 12898 after
Twenty Years

FEBRUARY 11
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“Persistence. Two decades of trying, learning and yet, optimistic: with so much having
already been done; and even great deeds and strides needed to provide real JUSTICE
of the, and from the, ENVIRONMENTAL and ENERGY situations.
Appreciative yes! Grateful, of course: but equally so many MISSED OPPORTUNITIES
caught up in sections of science, legislation, language, the media and realities of
extremely poor and low-to INCOME areas...."




Individual Access

Distance
Closer proximity = Greater use

Transportation Associated Costs
Access to car, public transit, Gas, parking, program fees, food,
private company shuttles (etc) entry fee (if applicable), etc.
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(Photo: Nina Roberts)

‘Access’ issues specific to communities of color

(sample)

* Insufficient funding - poorly maintained
and/or staffed parks

« Often venues for gang use and/or high
crime

* Perceived discrimination from park staff
and other [traditional] users

* Perception of being “unwelcome”

 Lack of information or awareness of park

programs (e.g., language, dissemination, or
other barriers)

(Gomez, 2002; McChesney et al., 2005; Roberts & Chitwere, 2012; Stodolska et al., 2009)



Access Issues for Urban Youth

When you go to an open space park

how do you usually get there?

|7ﬂTH ER

GET A RIDE

FROM A FAMILY \
MEMBER/FRIEND BART/

CAR CALTRAIN
(DRIVE MYSELF)

(n=169)

Crime & gang-related activity
Reduced school field trips

Parental attitudes
v' Cultural relationship to
parks/outdoors
v'Safety concerns
v Time availability

* Lack of...
v Knowledge
v Age-appropriate
programs/activities
v Activity partners (friends)
v Ethnically diverse role
models/mentors

(Bay Area Open Space Council, 2010; Larson, Green, & Cordell, 2011; Outley & Witt, 2006; Roberts & Suren, 2010)



_ Over 65 In America
‘ »  First of the Boomers
7015 The NewbUO™ )" 9.6 1964 turned
A 65 in 2011
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Recommendations
(Sample strategies)

DOOR YOUTH

Pacific
. _ I.. ho
v Unlocking the potential of urban youth ,:,‘;',ﬂz’s P
v' Educating teens about leadership thru | San Frecce
adve nture ‘;;, STATE UNIVERSITY

v Creating community & developing
stewards




PARK CONNECTIONS:

INCREASING ACCESS for BAY AREA YOUTH

Bay Area Open Space Counci

Pacific Forest and Watershed Lands
Stewardship Counc

Review
this
report!




Click on the location of your
choice to get directions and
park information

For FamCamp information

please contact the Office of
Community Involvement

fam.camp@parks.ca.gov

Southern California

Lake Perris SRA

Leo Carillo State Beach

FamCamp®

Malibu Creek State Park

Program of California State Parks and the California State Parks Foundation that began in 1994. It
is the largest statewide program that introduces camping to underserved areas of our communities.

The goals are:

® To introduce camping to community groups who would otherwise not have the opportunity to
have an overnight outdoor recreation experience

© To strengthen human relations by teaching a new form of recreation
© To promote a safe, affordable recreation activity that involves all members of the community

© To encourage the use of State Parks by community based organizations and to help them
L goals for the community

Refugio State Beach

San Clemente State Beach

The FamCam m provides a trailer full of camping equipment mpsite reserved at a
State Park. The campgroun : 0 an urban area and is available

during the prime camping season. Ten of these FamCamp® trailers are located throughout Central California
California and each one accommodates up to 35 campers.

The trailer contains tents, sleeping bags, pads, stoves, lantemns, propane, and other essential items
for camping. Participating groups need only bring food, personal gear, and a willingness to try out San Simeon State Park




' Get to Know Us >

Programs in
Your Area

Contact Us
BLM Volunteers
Feedback Form
Site Guide
 Search Our Site

onderful Outdoor World

Making s'mores, telling stories and gazing at stars. Does that sound like education? It does if you're on a WOWY
campout!

If you live in the city, are between the ages of 9 and 12, and would like to learn about the great outdoors up close,
check this out. YWonderful Outdoor World, or WOWY, takes urban kids on camping trips to teach them about the
environment in a fun, active way.

ﬁ.@zv Anaoeles

Southern California Voices / A FORUM COMMUNITY ISSUES

WOWY programs are sponsored
areas: Phoenix, Arizona; Denve

On May 19, 1995, the City of L«
children the opportunity to parti

dimes

MAKING A DIFFERENCE: Wonderful Outdoor World :
Curbside Campouts

WOWY "graduates” now hail from
Pasadena, California for the past
group ever to have been allowed "

At a WOW campout, you will led1
emergency preparedness and en
Leave No Trace? outdoor ethics

Jul
Stare uly 15, 1995
: — Email ﬁShar& 41 0 W Tweet < D <IIT|
Campers conduct a g#fmmunity ¢ S —
shirt and informageM on how they

One in every three acres of land in the United States is in a national park, forest or refuge, but many city

journal outlinipd key environment

children don't get to experience this natural bounty--it's too far, too expensive or too unfamiliar to their

Check#ut these sites to learn m

families. Children who aren't introduced to the natural world tend to have little involvement with it later

tp:fwanew. 2z blm. gov/pfolwow. h in life.




@ ﬁ#ﬁhﬁﬂiﬁ Expanding tﬁg Hews_Lens

Through Etanic Meaia . Mripg
http://news.newamericamedia.org/news 7"’0'0:7

ey 5

e Focus on local channels ~ Meet them N

where they are
/I/III// -

e Latino newspapers, magazines, and
T.V. (Univision, Entravision, Telemundo, %
e BlackPublicMedia.org

e Asians in America Magazine

e Check out “Ethnovision” on YouTube!



http://news.newamericamedia.org/
http://news.newamericamedia.org/news

National African-American RV'ers Assocdiation Inc.
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Home | About Us | Chapters | Members | Store | Join NAARVA | Contact Us

comea visim [

Magazine HandBook Galtery T Community About BOM
Photos Videos

Tim :
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rpreematvet . iscover the Ultimate

THE TRAVELLING
WOMACKS

Talos From an RV
L

of Chicago

M ARV A Experience

888.498.8014 x234 CWRVSales.com

BOTTOM TO
P aptoaw

NEWS & UPCOMING
VENTS

A few months 890, | reosved an emd from Brandon Frazer, Puble
Affairs Cocedinator ot Student Consenvalion Assaciation (SCA), who
Inqured about Black Outscorsnsan Magaaine® (BOM) foatrng &

slory on Beir youth peogriens 1or e K5 Koanse sechion

Click onthe lin NAA RVA
American RVe
country. Memkt

watnisi  \Nestern Region

Fead more

Lyme Sisease is » baclesial
INSecI0N Speead by Corain knd of

Annual M . : . . Beks. Chack ot our foutired
flavor  Arizona - California - Idaho - Nevada - New Mexico Q' ockcle 0nwid weeion kel
Eiant da Oregon - Utah - Washington — — it  N—— -

LATINO OUTDOORS

NS
Asian Outdoors

MISSION STATEMENT

In the spirit of the great outdoaors,
AO offers a platform for people

with similar interests to gather for

CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS AND LATINO RELEVANCE

+ Caldorma Stale Parks and

a socially, educationally and

Latno Relevance

physically rewarding experience,

« Firates Cove Adventures

Though our members are

wiEn Amigos
+ A New Passion Is Bom primarily of Asian descent,
+ Mountamiop Escape fro r
UAlainiop Escape from AO’s membership is open to all.

Black Friday Mayhem

+ Evenl Las Posadas ot the

Marines Adobe, Calfornia
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Outdoor Afros Everywhere!

We Celebrate and Inspire

African-American Connections to
Nature




Black & Brown Faces
America’s Wild Places

”'(\]‘\

Serving Culturaily Diverse
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California: A Resource Guide
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Reimagihmg the
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African Americans . 3
to the Great Outdoors 8




Design multi-use parks: Recreation, education,

arts, music, cultural events ...

Provide/ensure varied transportation options:
Walk/bike access, public transport, existing

shuttle fleet owned by partners, sufficient parking

Utilize multiple languages & media outlets for
messaging and engaging communities:
Showcase dlverse representaﬂon of USers & staff

T L




* Develop awareness/knowledge of local cultures

* Provide diversity & cultural sensitivity training for
staff and volunteers (competency Is key!)

» Work with schools and community groups to
develop relevant curricula and programs

i mEDANENEIIL
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Implications for State Parks

Organizational Culture
v Shared decision-making

v Collaborative partnerships

v Cultural competency (staff)

Community - Invite, Include, Involve!”

v Understand needs
v Develop trust

v Build long-term relationships

EQUAL
ACCESS

Inform. Educate. Inspire. AI/ oca ti on Of F un ds
v' Park maintenance

v" Program development

v, Community engagement and outreach
(* Chavez, 2000)



“Park Development & Community Revitalization Act, 2008”

Statewide Park Program

California Department of

The $368 million Statewide Park Program awarded grants for the creation of new parks and .GOV POI’kS Ond Recreohon
recreation facilities in critically underserved communities throughout California.

HOME | VISIT A PARK | PARK MANAGEMENT |

900 applications requested $3 billion for the available $368 million. This clearly shows the
extent of unmet community needs throughout California.

“What is the Community Fact Finder and
Over 100 new parks will be created. Youth, seniors, and families determined what they Why was it created?”
yanted in these new parks through community-based planning. . . .

This web based tool combines mapping and
demographic data to calculate the total
Brief Grant Descriptions population, median household income, number
Crant Administration Guide of people below poverty, and ratio of park acres
This guide is used to administer the grant award projects. It includes updated grant administration per 1,000 residents within a half-mile radius of

requirements and replaces the original January 14, 2010 guide. any project location in California.
Application Guide

The%pphcatu}n Guide prpwded apphcanqn r;quwements ;nd mstructmns. DGAI__S advised ) This data is required to evaluate grant
applicants to use the Project Selection Criteria and Technical Assistance beginning on page 26 as ) ) ]
project location and concept planning guide. appllcatlons for the $368,000,000 Statewide

Park Development and Community
Revitalization Program of 2008, an exciting new
Electronic Application Forms — The following forms required for the application packet can be S h - f
completed and printed by clicking on each link below: grant program .pI'IOI'ItIZIHQIt _e creation o _ new
- parks in park deficient, economically
Application Form . >y
Authorizing Resolution disadvantaged communities.

Funding Sources Form
Grant Scope/Cost Estimate

CEQA Compliance Certfica What to do? Update the website; conduct external
complete at time of application ) ) . )
¢ Land Tenure Forn - (requi assessment/evaluations with communities (impacts? changes?);
| create press releases/widespread media coverage; spread the word

on the status & community benefits! (and more!)

Joint Powers Authority Applicants

B O N

(Source: http://www.parks.ca.gov/)



Increasmg Social Power & Political Influence

“Communities of color have mounting
iInfluence on society and politics,
iIncluding the distribution of public
finances, the way cities develop and
grow, and the strength and creation of
environmental laws

and policies”

WEALTHY -
COMN“N‘ S m (‘) oule
v-"\'\lﬁ;
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(Bonta & Jordan, 2005)

(Photo: Google Images)
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