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1900 

 40% of the U.S. 

population lived 
in urban areas 

 

As of 2012 

 

 80.7% 

    

1980 
 

73% 

(Pew Social Trends, 2012; U.S. Census, 2012)  

Increase in 
Urbanites! 

    

2000 
 

79% 





  

CA population = 38 million! 

 
               Percent 

White (non-Hispanic)      39.4%   

Hispanic/Latino              38.2  

Asian/Asian American      13.9  

African American/Black           6.6  

Two or more races              3.6  

Amer. Indian/AK Nat.           1.7  

Hawaiian/Pacific Islander   0.5  
 

 

 
(U.S. Census Bureau, 2012) 

 

95% of 

California’s 

population live 

in urban areas 

People of color 

make up 60.6% 

of California’s 

population 



(CA Dept. of Finance, 2013) 
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California 

Race/Ethnicity 

Projections 



Promotes health: 

 Intellectually, emotionally, 

spiritually, physically 

Builds social capital and 

creates a sense of place 

Urban Park Benefits 

(Photo: NRPA) 
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Preserves and purifies  

the environment 
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(Photo: Google Images) 

   and… 

Boosts local economy 
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Park Access “Access is the ability of people to get 

to and navigate within a park”  
 

(Bedimo-Rung et al., 2005)  

• Availability - Amount of park space in a given city  

• Equitable Access - Equal distribution of parks across different 

types of neighborhoods and/or structural barriers 

• Individual Access - Distance people have to travel to get to a 

park (e.g., incl. related issues such as transit, willingness, etc.) 

• Within Park Access - Freedom with which individuals can 

move around in the park (limited research) 



Park Availability 
“Supply of public parks has not 
kept pace with the growing urban 

population”   (Lukaitou-Sideris, 2006)  

o Suggested: 10 acres/1000 residents (NRPA, 2010) 

o National Average: 15.8 acres/1000 residents (Bedimo-Rung, 2005) 

o Significant variations: 

 Oakland - 15.2 acres/1000 residents 

 Santa Ana - 1.0 acres/1000 residents 

                                                    (Trust for Public Land, 2012)  

 Voters across the nation approved 62 of   

 the 87 referendums for parks and green 

 space funding in November 2008 
 
                                                                               (Garcia, Rawson, Yellot, & Zaldana, 2009) 





(Garcia, Rawson, Yellot, & Zaldana, 2009) 

• “Park Poor” = less than 3 

acres park/1000 residents 

• “Income Poor” = $47,959 

median household income 

or less 

• LA region has 49% CA 

population, but only 9% 

area includes State Parks 

• Fresno has fastest growing 

minority population 

Equitable Access 



Equitable Access (cont’d) 

Low-income and racial/ethnic minority populations 

‣ Less access to parks/recreational facilities 

‣ Greater exposure to environmental hazards 

‣ Neighborhoods may lack trail access to adjacent parks  

‣ Excluded from decision making or planning 

(Bullard, 2002; Byrne & Wolch, 2009; Roberts, 2007; Stodolska et al., 2011) 

(Photo: Google Images) 
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“Persistence. Two decades of trying, learning and yet, optimistic: with so much having 

already been done; and even great deeds and strides needed to provide real JUSTICE 

of the, and from the, ENVIRONMENTAL and ENERGY situations.   

Appreciative yes! Grateful, of course: but equally so many MISSED OPPORTUNITIES 

caught up in sections of science, legislation, language, the media and realities of 

extremely poor and low-to INCOME areas….” 



(Photo: NRPA) 

 Individual Access 

Distance 
Closer proximity = Greater use 

Transportation 
 Access to car, public transit, 

private company shuttles (etc) 

Associated Costs 
Gas, parking, program fees, food, 

entry fee (if applicable), etc. 
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• Insufficient funding - poorly maintained 

and/or staffed parks  

• Often venues for gang use and/or high 

crime  

• Perceived discrimination from park staff 

and other [traditional] users  

• Perception of being “unwelcome”  

• Lack of information or awareness of park 

programs (e.g., language, dissemination, or 

other barriers)       

‘Access’ issues specific to communities of color 
                                                                                                                                (sample)   

(Gomez, 2002; McChesney et al., 2005; Roberts & Chitwere, 2012; Stodolska et al., 2009) 



Access Issues for Urban Youth 

•Crime & gang-related activity 

•Reduced school field trips 

•Parental attitudes 

Cultural relationship to 

parks/outdoors 

Safety concerns 

Time availability 

• Lack of… 

Knowledge 

Age-appropriate 

programs/activities 

Activity partners (friends) 

Ethnically diverse role 

models/mentors 

(Bay Area Open Space Council, 2010; Larson, Green, & Cordell, 2011; Outley & Witt, 2006; Roberts & Suren, 2010) 

(n=169) 

When you go to an open space park  

how do you usually get there? 



(Source: Portrait of the American Traveler, 2010) 

First of the Boomers  
(b. 1946-1964) turned  

65 in 2011 



 Unlocking the potential of urban youth 

 Educating teens about leadership thru 

adventure  

 Creating community & developing 

stewards 

Recommendations 

    (Sample strategies) 



Review 

this 

report! 







• Focus on local channels ~ Meet them 
where they are 

• Latino newspapers, magazines, and  
T.V. (Univision, Entravision, Telemundo,  
HBO Latino) 

• BlackPublicMedia.org 

• Asians in America Magazine 

• Check out “Ethnovision” on YouTube! 

http://news.newamericamedia.org/news 

http://news.newamericamedia.org/
http://news.newamericamedia.org/news








• Design multi-use parks:  Recreation, education, 

arts, music, cultural events … 

• Provide/ensure varied transportation options: 

Walk/bike access, public transport, existing 

shuttle fleet owned by partners, sufficient parking 

• Utilize multiple languages & media outlets for 

messaging and engaging communities: 

Showcase diverse representation of users & staff 



• Develop awareness/knowledge of local cultures 

• Provide diversity & cultural sensitivity training for 

staff and volunteers (competency is key!) 

• Work with schools and community groups to 

develop relevant curricula and programs 

 

 

 



Implications for State Parks 

 Community - Invite, Include, Involve! * 

Understand needs   

Develop trust 

Build long-term relationships 

Organizational Culture 

 Shared decision-making 

 Collaborative partnerships 

 Cultural competency (staff) 

Allocation of Funds 

   Park maintenance 

   Program development 

   Community engagement and outreach  

(* Chavez, 2000) 



“What is the Community Fact Finder and 

why was it created?” 

This web based tool combines mapping and 

demographic data to calculate the total 

population, median household income, number 

of people below poverty, and ratio of park acres 

per 1,000 residents within a half-mile radius of 

any project location in California. 

 

This data is required to evaluate grant 

applications for the $368,000,000 Statewide 

Park Development and Community 

Revitalization Program of 2008, an exciting new 

grant program prioritizing the creation of new 

parks in park deficient, economically 

disadvantaged communities. 

(Source: http://www.parks.ca.gov/) 

“Park Development & Community Revitalization Act, 2008” 

What to do?  Update the website; conduct external 

assessment/evaluations with communities (impacts? changes?); 

create press releases/widespread media coverage; spread the word 

on the status & community benefits! (and more!) 



“Communities of color have mounting 

influence on society and politics, 

including the distribution of public 

finances, the way cities develop and 

grow, and the strength and creation of 

environmental laws  

and policies”  
 

 
 

   (Bonta & Jordan, 2005) 

Increasing Social Power & Political Influence 
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