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Course  Descr ipt ion  
This  s tud io  w i l l  exp lore  i nnovat i ve  des igns  fo r  a  
re - in te rp re ta t i on  o f  the  "Ca l i fo rn ian"  lodg ing  
exper ience .  A t  t he  core  o f  the  des ign  cha l l enge is  
the  need to  ba lance i ssues o f  cu l tu re ,  
sus ta inab i l i t y ,  mob i l i t y ,  and cons t ruc t ion .  
Successfu l  p roposa ls  w i l l  address  i nvent ive ,  low-
cos t ,  eco - f r iend ly  a l t e rna t i ve s  to  t rad i t i ona l  
lodg ing  s t ruc ture s  fo r  use and dep loyment  across 
ex i s t ing  under -u t i l i zed  camps i tes  wi th in  the  CA 
Sta te  Parks  sys tem.  The  goa l  i s  t o  c rea te  a  un ique 
exper ience tha t  appea ls  to  a  wider  r ange o f  park  
users ,  genera tes  funds tha t  a re  r e invested in  
par t ic ipa t i ng  parks ,  and creates  more  awareness 
o f  pos i t ive  changes tak ing  p lace  in  t he  parks .  
Work ing  f rom the  f r amework  o f  succ ess  in  s im i la r  
des ign  s tud ios ,  s tudents  w i l l  be  work ing  c lose ly  
w i th  r ea l  s takeho lders ,  s i t e ,  and prog ram.  
 
Spec i f i ca l l y ,  the  des i red  outcome o f  th is  s tud io  is  
to  p roduce  a  des ign  o f  a  p re -assembled cab in  to  
be  dep loyed in  the  Sta te  Park  sys tem.  The  base 
des ign  shou ld  be  easy  to  main ta in ,  sus ta inab le ,  
w i th  the  bare  necess i t ies  o f  door ,  w indows/ l igh t  
source ,  and an overhang/porch ,  s leep ing  p la t f o rms 
and l i ke ly  some sor t  o f  durab le  s leep pad /ma t t ress  
(bu t  no  s tove,  l i gh t ing  or  e lec t r i c i ty ) .  Var ia t ions  o f  
the  base des ign  wi l l  a l so  be exp lored ,  inc lud ing  
ADA access ib le  and la rger  p ro to t ypes.   
 
Course  Ob ject ives  and Learning  Outcomes  

  Design o f  a  rea l  p ro jec t  and s i te  

  Design fo r  ease o f  p re fabr ica t i on  and  mass  

product ion  

  Design to  w i ths tand natu ra l  fo rces   

  Design fo r  t hermal  comfor t  and  susta inab i l i t y  

  Design fo r  ease o f  main tenance  and  pub l ic  

hea l th  

  Design fo r  a f f o rdab i l i t y  

  Bu i ld  a  mock -up  

  Learn  to  use 3D sof tware  and B IM  

Des ign Cha l lenge  
In  t he  f i r s t  phase  o f  the  s tud io  (Weeks 1 -2) ,  
s tuden ts  w i l l  

  Go camping !  

  Research ex is t i ng  s im i la r  l odg ing  so lu t ions   

  Research manufac tur ing  companies  capab le  o f  
p roduc ing  the  des ign  in  o rder  t o  deve lop some 
const ra in ts .   

  Vis i t  poss ib le  s i t es   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Above – Examples of Cabins and Small Structures  
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  Recommend  to  Parks  and  Recrea t ion  ex is t ing  
schemes tha t  can be dep loyed a t  a  mass  sca le   

  Deve lop fu l l  p ro jec t  p rogram and requ i rements  
based on s takeho lder  inpu t   

 
In  t he  second phase o f  the  s tud io  (Weeks 3 -5)  

  Students  des ign  the i r  p roposa ls  fo r  the  camp  

  Review proposa ls  w i th  Stakeho lders  and 
Manu fac turer (s )   

 
In  The f ina l  phase  o f  the  s tud io ,  s tudents  wi l l  wo rk  
in  g roups  on  se lec ted des ign(s)  and accomp l i sh  
the  fo l low ing  tasks  (Weeks 6 - 10)  

  Task  1  –Studen ts  w i l l  p roduce  a  se t  o f  des ign  
draw ings,  do  cos t  es t ima t ing ,  and  op t im ize  
des ign  

  Task  2  –  Const ruc t ion–Bu i ld  a  pro to type o f  the  
des ign  

  Task  3  –  Des ign  su i tab le  var ia t ions ,  such as  
la rger  vers ions ,  ADA vers ions ,  e tc .   

  Task  4  –  Compi le  a  r epor t  on  f ind ings   

 
Example Interior Sleeping Space 

 
Prototype of Haiti House built by CPP students during 
2010-2011 Topic Studio 

 
Haitian House - built for Housing Expo 

 Deep Space Vertical Habitat – Built for 2012-13 Nasa 
Topic Studio 

 


